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Welcome to the Walk for Autism 2017 

Thank you for participating in Any Baby Can’s 13th Annual Walk for Autism!  We are 
excited to host the 13th Annual Walk for Autism & Superhero 5K, Rudy’s Playground, 
Resource Fair and much more!  This guide will help answer all your questions about 
team building, team fundraising, using social media, and much more! 
 

The Walk for Autism is our largest fundraising event and brings together thousands of 
participants and community partners from across San Antonio, Bexar County, and South 
Texas.  All the proceeds stay locally to fund the many programs, services, and support 
provided for families raising individuals with autism at Any Baby Can. 
 

This is a true family event where all of the members of your family can participate.   
 

This is our fourth year to be an Official Fiesta ® San Antonio Event!  We are still a family 
and autism-friendly event.  No alcohol or tobacco allowed at the event.  
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The Basics   

Date:  
April 22, 2017, Event will occur, Rain or shine 
Official Fiesta ® San Antonio Event (still family and autism friendly) 
First 4,000 Participants through the gate on April 22, 2017 will get an Official Walk for Autism Participant Fiesta Medal (no t-shirts)  
 
Time:  7 am- 2 pm – must be wearing wristband to enter the event 
7:00 am - Late Registration 
8:00am - Superhero 5K begins                                                                                                  
9:30 am - 13th Annual Walk for Autism starts    
                                                                                                           
5K Distance: 3.1 mile timed race. No bikes or skateboards. Participants will receive bib # and timing chip. 
Walk Distance: 2miles. No bikes or skateboards. Shorter route option is available.  
 
Location:   
Helotes Cornyval Grounds (12210 Leslie Rd., Helotes, TX 78023); Maps are located on website. 
 
“Why the change of location?” 
While we enjoyed being at the AT&T Center for the past few years, moving to the Helotes Cornyval Grounds saved us a significant 
amount of money and therefore allowed us to continue to provide no cost services and expanded services for families with 
individuals with autism. We hope to see you there. Thanks! 
 
New & improved parking: Parking is FREE 
Parking entrance is located off of Leslie Rd.  Look for signs with directions. 
 
Registration Cost:  
Walk for Autism Registration:  $15 (same price as year one) 
Superhero 5K Registration:  $25  
Kids 10 and under are FREE – No need to register, will get wristband at gate 
Registration fee does NOT count toward fundraising total 
 
First 4,000 participants through the gate will receive the Official Walk for Autism Participant Fiesta medal! 
 
The last day for team members and donations to be counted towards largest team and top fundraiser is April 2, 2017. Donations 
can still be made after April 2 but they will not count towards team awards. You can register online www.anybabycansa.org, at ABC 
offices or the gate.  (Register early! Expecting over 6,000 people and long lines)  
 
Walk for Autism wristband pick up: Wristband pick up will be April 12 and 13 from 8am to 8pm at ABC (217 Howard) 
 
Superhero 5K Packet Pick up: Only for 5K participants  
April 20 and 21  
10:00 AM – 7:00 PM at the following locations 
 

Stone Oak Location 
20079 Stone Oak Pkwy 

Suite 3120 
San Antonio, TX 78258 

210-494-7869 
stoneoak@iruntexas.net 

Bitters Location 
2602 NW Loop 1604 

Bldg 1, Ste 106 
San Antonio, TX 78248 

210-479-7200 
bitters@iruntexas.net 

Dominion Location 
22211 IH 10 West 

Suite 1107A 
San Antonio, TX 78257 

210-698-7869 
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Want To Confirm Your Registration? 
You can do this on our website. Go to www.anybabycansa.org, click on the Walk for Autism banner and enter your name under 
CONFIRM YOUR ENTRY.   
 

 
 
Fiesta Medals for purchase: 
Any Baby Can’s LIMITED EDITION 2017 Fiesta Medal Cost is $10.  
Can be purchased at Any Baby Can, The Fiesta Store located at 2611 Broadway,  
or www.bluecatpies.com    

 
 
 
 
Resource Fair:  
Our resource fair brings you over 100 different autism, family, and healthcare resources from a variety of organizations, 
businesses, and service providers.  
 
Interested in being an exhibitor at our resource fair? 
Registration for exhibitors available online at www.anybabycansa.org  

 Non-profit agencies/schools: $75 

 For profit and businesses: $125 

 Additional Add On:  Exhibitor Upgrade:  Additional $50 for a reserved prime location  
 
Volunteers: 
Volunteers can contact Angelica to sign up to volunteer at amartinez@anybabycansa.org   
 
Dogs:   
Dogs are welcomed and must be on a leash   
 
Paper Forms: 
All forms (poster, registration, exhibitor, and donation) are all online to print at www.anybabycansa.org or can be picked up at 
the Any Baby Can main office.   
 
Rudy’s Playground: 
In 2012, Rudy’s Playground was dedicated in memory of Rudy Alejos, a 6 yr. old boy with autism who perished in a fire in August 
of 2011. This kid’s activity area provides adapted fitness, safety demonstrations and activities where children of all abilities can 
participate and have fun. Some of our past partners include: YMCA, Parks and Recreation, Ageless Living Therapy, and Autism 
Treatment Center. 
 
Interested in providing an activity for Rudy’s Playground? 
There is no cost to provide an activity for all abilities for this area. Contact Alfred Chavira at achavira@anybabycansa.org about 
reserving a spot in Rudy’s Playground. 
 
Quiet Zone: 
Area available for families with children with sensory sensitivities.  
 
Robert Henderson Legacy Scholarship: 
Any Baby Can is proud to offer the Robert Henderson Legacy Scholarship to help students facing medical or developmental 
challenges achieve their dreams of higher education. 
 
The Robert Henderson Legacy Scholarship was established in memory of Robert Henderson, loving son whose kindness touched 
the lives of many in spite of the developmental and educational challenges he faced through his life of 18 years.  
 
3 - $1,000 scholarships will be offered to three local (Bexar county or 18 surrounding counties) students with a special health 
care need to a local college, university or vocational school. Deadline for applications April 3, 2017 at 5pm.  Application is on our 
website, http://www.anybabycansa.org/news-events/walkforautism/scholarship/  
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Team Captain   
                                   Are you a Team Captain?   This is how you start your team. 

1.  Go to www.anybabycansa.org  
2.  Click on the About Button on the top banner. Then click on Register Online button.  

3. Click on the “Register” button. 

4. 
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4.  Choose how you want to participate                  
(Walk for Autism, Superhero 5K, etc.)  
5.  Scroll to the bottom of screen  
6.  Provide your current age 
7.  Provide your full name 
8.  Click on “Get Me Registered” button 

9.  Complete all participant’s personal information and click on HERE to create your team and 
fundraising page. .  

5. 



 

  

11. Remember to follow your link or go back 
to the beginning, choose the registration 
button, choose your event and select your 
newly created team and complete your 
register to participate.  

13.  Once you complete your registration, you 
will see this box so you can share via multiple 
social media platforms.  We encourage you to 
share your team’s information so others can 
join or donate to you team.  

6. 

10.  Input Leader’s Contact Information and click 
Continue.  
 
*Once you do this, you will receive an email with 
a link to your homepage with content, pictures, 
and a financial goal, a link to edit your homepage 
and reminder to login to finish your registration 
process.   
 
   

12. Complete all of your registration 
information and payment information and 
select Proceed to Confirmation Page 

14.  You will receive a confirmation email (with bar code) 
for each transaction you make.  This email, with the bar 
code, will be the way you get your wristbands.  Print the 
email or bring your smart phone so we can scan the bar 
code to get your wristbands either at wristband pick-up or 
at the gate.  You will receive all of the wristbands for 
anyone you registered during your transaction.   



 

 
  

       Register or Join a team 

Do you want to register or join a team?   This is how you do it.  

Follow steps 1 – 9 above and then 

select the team you want to join 

from the drop down list 

 

  Once you complete your registration, you will see 
this box so you can share via multiple social media 
platforms.  We encourage you to share your team’s 
information so others can join or donate to you team. 

7. 

Complete all of your registration information 
and payment information and select Proceed 
to Confirmation Page 

Last step! You will receive a confirmation email (with bar 
code) for each transaction you make.  This email, with the 
bar code, will be the way you get your wristbands.  Print 
the email or bring your smart phone so we can scan the 
bar code to get your wristbands either at wristband pick-
up or at the gate.  You will receive all of the wristbands 
for anyone you registered during your transaction.   



 

 
  

Tips for your Team  
 
Some of these tips are obvious but they are good reminders.  
 

 Add your Team Page link to your email signature on all of your emails. 
 

 Share your team name and registration link on your Facebook page, Twitter, Instagram and all other 
social media platforms.  Ask each of your team members to do the same.   

 

 Use social media to provide reminders for team members about recruitment of additional team 
members, fundraising, Walk for Autism, Superhero 5K and more.  

 

 Remind your team members of the importance of fundraising. The purpose of Walk for Autism is to 
raise money to support Any Baby Can’s services that assist families raising individuals with autism.  
Provide each team member a copy of the Where Does Your Money Go? Page (page 15) and 
encourage them to refer to this page when recruiting other team members. 

 

 Create your own Team T-Shirt, Team Banner and/or Team Signs! And enter your team’s t-shirt in the 
Walk for Autism t-shirt contest. See page 11 for more details.  

 

 Involve your employer and/or place of business when recruiting additional team members.  If team 
members have a family member with a connection to autism, ask them to involve any/all service 
providers for their child.  Ask your company if they have a “matching funds” program. Ask each team 
member to also involve their employer.  

 

 Set goals and communicate them with your team.  Set a goal for fundraising and total team 
membership.  Provide frequent reminders to team members via social media or phone calls regarding 
your team’s goals. Ask each team member to also set individual fundraising and recruitment goals. 
We have awesome fundraising prizes this year! Check our website for monthly goals and prizes! 
www.anybabycansa.org   

 

 Set up challenges for your team.  Challenge each team member to recruit as many members as 
possible and raise as much money as possible.  Encourage team members to outdo each other. Get 
families involved.  Get your family and each team member’s family involved. 
 

 Host a team kickoff party to distribute flyers, share contact information, etc. 
 

 Hold a Poster Night.  Use this evening as an opportunity to make posters and signs for the Walk for 
Autism.  Make some smaller posters and ask local merchants if you can display them at their place of 
business.   

 

 Email or call team members regularly to answer questions and check on their progress. 
 

 Thank everyone who makes a donation or registers for your team.  
 
8. 
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Ideas for Recruiting & Raising Awareness   

Ideas for Recruiting 
 

 Send “Save the Date” postcards to all the teachers, providers and doctors for your child, grandchild, 
sibling, etc.. 

 

 Put Walk for Autism posters up at your local library, grocery store, department stores, gas station, 
gym, doctor’s office, lunch room, conference room, teachers' lounge, park, community center, etc. 

 

 Ask your company to set up a “Lunch & Learn” in the cafeteria to recruit employees for the Walk 
for Autism.  Please contact Any Baby Can so we can send a representative to talk to your company 
about the Walk for Autism.  

 

 Visit your favorite local businesses and ask them to create a company team. They can wear their 
company shirts on event day and promote their charitable giving. 

 

 Are you a member of the VFW, Elks Lodge, Rotary Club, Junior League, or any other service 
organization that needs community service hours? If so, recruit your fellow members to come out 
and start a team or volunteer on event day. 

 

 Enlist the help of your church, synagogue, etc.; ask them to add an announcement in the weekly 
bulletin or newsletter about the Walk for Autism.  

 
 Ideas for Increasing Awareness 
There are numerous ways team captains and team members can raise awareness about autism in the 
community.  Here are some ideas to help you and your team increase awareness in your community.   
 

 Distribute posters/flyers about the Walk for Autism in your neighborhood, your local grocery store, 
local businesses, etc.   
 

 Contact your local paper and submit an article about your team along with a team photo.  There 
are many neighborhoods that have their own papers and/or neighborhood newsletters.  You can 
contact them and ask if you can submit an article about your team. 
 

 Ask local community organizations to support you.  Ask for help from your local Girl Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, Rotary Club, Kiwanis Club, Knights of Columbus, etc.   
 

 Share information about Walk for Autism and your team in local community calendars.   
 

 Ask your employer to display flyers in the cafeteria or break room about the Walk for Autism. 
 

 Host a block party and provide information to your neighbors about autism. 
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       Fundraising Ideas 

 

Host a Block Party 
Host a block party.  Team members can bake items to sell at the party.  Each team member can volunteer to provide 
an activity such as face painting, arts and crafts, etc. and people are charged for the opportunity to participate.  A 
“fishing pond” is another activity that can be provided and people are charged for a turn to fish for a prize.   
 

Fiesta Medal 
Assist with advertising the sale of Any Baby Can’s LIMITED EDITION 2017 Fiesta medal.  People can purchase the 
medal at The Fiesta Store located on 2611 Broadway, at Any Baby Can or www.bluecatpies.com  
 

Matching Gifts – Double Your Donations 
Employer Participation…It doesn’t hurt to ask, your employer could surprise you 
 

Ask your employer if he/she is willing to match the gifts made by employees.  This is a great way to increase your 
fundraising for the Walk for Autism. 
 

Ask if they will provide employment incentives for members that have raised the most money or have recruited the 
most members during an allotted period of time. 

 

Maybe provide a special parking space for a month, give a half day off, and allow for a casual dress day at work 
Hold a potluck lunch at your place of business.  Charge $5.00 per plate for each person that attends.  Take this 
opportunity to provide people with flyers about the Walk for Autism. 
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Incentives 
Get recognized for your efforts 

 

Awards will be presented in the following categories: 
 
Largest Team – team with the most registered  
 
Top Fundraiser – team with the most money raised  
 
Largest Elementary School Team - team w/the most registered 
 
Largest Middle School Team - team w/ the most registered 
 
Largest High School Team - team w/the most registered 
 
Largest Corporate Team - team w/the most registered 

 

Last day to register team members and submit money to be 

counted is April 2, 2017 

 

Check out the monthly fundraising prizes we have on our website! 
www.anybabycansa.org 
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       Team T-Shirt Contest 

Team T-Shirt Contest 
Any Baby Can is once again holding a t-shirt contest this year!   
 

Interested teams are asked to submit a photo of their team’s t-shirt to Marisa Ramirez via email 
mramirez@anybabycansa.org.  You may use the Official Walk for Autism logo for your shirt, please email 
and request the official logo.  
 

The deadline for submitting photos of t-shirt design is April 1, 2017 
 

The top five t-shirt designs and the winner will be selected by our Walk for Autism committee.  
 

Be creative and make your shirt unique!  Make it colorful and include the name of the person your team 
is walking for. Maybe ask your employer to sponsor your team’s shirt.  

 
Submitted t-shirt design must be worn on event day to be considered for prize.  
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    Social Media  

Twitter 
You can find us @AnyBabyCanSA 

      Remember to use hashtags when tweeting:  

#WalkforAutism #SideBySide #AnyBabyCanSA 

#FiestaSA 
 
  
 
 

 E-mails 
Emails are an easy and familiar way to provide current or potential team members with information 
regarding the Walk for Autism, remind them of upcoming events, keep your team’s information current, 
etc. The following are some ideas of email you can use to recruit walkers for you team. 
 

E-mails to Recruit, Motivate and Inspire Walkers: 
Here are a few samples or you can write your own 
 

Please join our Team (Team Name)!  We are walking for (person’s name).  You can help us increase autism 
awareness and help Any Baby Can continue to provide services for families raising individuals with autism.  
To walk with us, contact (Team Captain’s name/email address/phone number) for more information and 
sign up today. 
 

Hurry up! Walk for Autism is just around the corner.  There is still time to raise money and increase the size 
of our team.  There are (#) days left before the event. By joining or effort, you can help us support Any Baby 
Can continue to provide no-cost support services for families in Bexar County and 18 surrounding counties. 

 

Please join our efforts to support the Walk for Autism.  We are walking to support (person’s name).  Any 
Baby Can has provided our family with much needed services and this is our way of giving back to this great 
organization.  Contact (Team Captain’s name/email address/phone number) for more information and sign 
up today. 
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Social Media  
Don’t be scared, it’s a simple way to keep the story going and engage many people all at once.  
 
  
 
 

Instagram 
It’s just pictures… 
You can find us by searching @AnyBabyCanSA  
 
  
 
 



 

  

 

 

Facebook 
You know you spend a lot of time on Facebook.   
We all do!  
 
Invite your “Friends” to like Any Baby Can’s Facebook 
Page so they can receive all of the updates regarding 
The Walk for Autism as they are posted 
 
Go to your Facebook page 
Search for Any Baby Can of San Antonio 
Go to that page 
Find the Invite Friends Box 
Then click the Invite link 
 

Facebook Share 
Sharing is Caring, show us you care.  
 

Once you’ve liked Any Baby Can’s page you can easily share posts that you want your Facebook Friends to 
see. This is an easy and inexpensive way to market the Walk for Autism. 
 
 

Facebook Tips 
We can all learn something new, even if you spend 6 hours a day on Facebook. 
 

Post on your Facebook Page often about Any Baby Can’s 13th Annual Walk for Autism & Superhero 5K 
 Be creative and make it short and sweet  
 Pose questions to your Friends, get their input, start conversations, etc. 
 Tell people why you participate in The Walk for Autism; tell them your story   
 Make a short video to post with anything you want to share 
 Post what you are doing to fundraise and increase your team membership 
 Post pictures of your participation at previous Walks for Autism  
 

Make sure to tag Any Baby Can of San Antonio when you post about Walk for Autism. 
 

Use hashtags at the end of your post, here are a few to try or come up with your own: 
 #WalkforAutism #SideBySide # AnyBabyCanSA #FiestaSA 

If you don’t have a Facebook Page, go to www.facebook.com and get started! 

    Facebook 

13. 

http://www.facebook.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
  

       Emergency Plan 

Emergency and Evacuation Plan  
 

Please review this information and map below so you can be prepared in the event of an emergency at The 
Walk for Autism. The cross on the map indicates where the First Aid station is located.  Please go their 
immediately if you have an emergency.  
 

In the event that the Helotes Cornyval Grounds need to be evacuated, you will be instructed to exit through 
the main entrance or an emergency exit.   
 

We will also have multiple emergency staff on hand to assist in the event of an emergency. 
 

Lost and found for items or persons will be located at the Main Stage and will be announced by the main 
stage staff. 
 

For questions regarding emergencies and safety, please contact Hugo Hernandez at 210.227.0170.  
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All Any Baby Can programs are offered to families at no cost, regardless of income. Families 
raising individuals with autism access all of the programs offered by Any Baby Can.  
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Call Any Baby Can at 210-227-0710 and speak to receptionist for questions 
regarding Any Baby Can’s Walk for Autism.   

 

Sharalee Roberts-
Calk 

Sponsorship &  
Overall Walk Questions 

210-547-3004 sroberts-calk@anybabycansa.org 

Lizel Sandoval Media & Marketing 210-547-3009 lsandoval@anybabycansa.org 

Tisha Gonzalez 
Resource Fair &  

Autism Questions 
210-547-3015 tgonzalez@anybabycansa.org 

Alfred Chavira 
Sponsorship, Rudy’s 

Playground, Registration & 
Overall Walk for Autism 

210-547-3014 achavira@anybabycansa.org 

Lauren Benavides Donations & Payments 210-858-2884 lbenavides@anybabycansa.org 

Hugo Hernandez 
Sponsorship &                        

Overall Walk for Autism 
210-227-0170 hhernandez@anybabycansa.org 

Angelica Martinez Volunteers 210-858-2885 lsandoval@anybabycansa.org 

Autism Services Staff Walk Merchandise 210-227-0170  

      Need More Help? 
Thank you for participating in the Walk for Autism!  Your support is invaluable and this event would not be 

successful without you. Below are names and numbers to contact if you have any other questions or ideas.  Any 
Baby Can’s Walk for Autism was started by parents and continues to grow because of parents being involved.    

See you April 22, 2017! 

 

www.anybabycansa.org 
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